
PTA Board Meeting – January 4, 2018 
Minutes 
 
Members present: Amy Davenport, Melissa Bache, Margo Pons, Sheila Greene, Kristen Belflower, 
Michelle Willis, Kellie Herlong, Heather Hughes, Marissa Moore, Dana Lanning, Beth Love, Kristi Moreno, 
Lauren Stroup, Ashley Slagel 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:34. 
 
Melissa presented the minutes from the December meeting and asked for a motion to approve. Kellie 
Herlong made the motion; Michelle Willis seconded it. All were in favor of them being approved. 
 
Kristi Moreno gave the treasurer's report as follows: 

Kids Helping Kids went well.  
 We raised over $2800 in donations. 
 We were able to help 57 kids. 
 Many of the kids were sponsored by shoppers, so after reimbursements, we still currently 

have $1,820 to spend.   
 All of the money raised will be used to help Buena Vista kids in need.  The plan is to 

provide gift certificates to the spring book fair for both our Kids Helping Kids children and 
also our Backpack Buddies children. 

Fun Run 
 Fun Run is Friday, March 9th. 
 Will need volunteers to help count money around that time. 
 Will let everyone know when collection date has been decided. 

Budget 
 Will begin to look at our budget for next year in February 
 Think through what changes you will need to make 

 
Melissa gave the president’s report as follows: 

 Kids Helping Kids: Parents were very appreciative of the gifts and all gifts were picked up. A spirit 
wear item was given to each child – some older spirit wear and some that was ordered for this 
purpose so that every child had an item in his or her size. 

 February 1 Board Meeting: Bring a friend in February that is someone that may want to be 
involved. 

 General Membership Meeting in February: The meeting will begin at 6:15 rather than the 
previously publicized 6:30 start. We will have a STEAM/Literacy night in conjunction with SIC. We 
will also dedicate the media center to Dr. Mohr that night. A request to have fewer activities has 
been made so that participants will be able to complete all activities. The book fair will be open. 

 Palmetto Basics Strategy: This month, the strategy is Count, Group, Compare. 
 
Committee Reports: 

 Margo Pons, International Committee: An International Celebration Day is in the planning stages. 
There will be food tasting, dance groups, and an opportunity for kids to share their cultures. This 
may occur in March. BVES has 50+ nationalities represented. January 27 will be Multicultural 
Book Day. There will be a section in the library where students can look at international books 
while going to the book fair. We will possibly have PBLs connected to an international book. We 
want to give students a bigger vision of their world and encourage them to travel. Next year, we’d 
like to have a Christmas Cards around the World display, so save any international cards you 
have from this year. 

 Ashley Slagel, Spirit Fundraisers: Chick-fil-A spirit night is January 23. Hopefully Student Council 
will be able to provide students to serve food. 

 Kristen Belflower, Yearbook Orders: Yearbook orders are due Friday, January 12. Lists of 
students that have purchased a yearbook thus far were given to each teacher. 



 Marissa Moore, President-elect: We will begin working on positions for next year soon. Think 
about if you would like to keep your current position or if you would like to do something new. 

 
Old Business: 

 A question was asked about how things are going with the back path. Less out-of-neighborhood 
residents appear to be using it and things have improved. 

 It was also noted that we need to continue to look for a solution for communication to parents in 
weather-related dismissals. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:52. 
 
During a committee meeting held after the Board Meeting, Mr. Burgess came in to give his principal’s 
report. It was given to the committee as follows: 

 We would like to open the school up to the community as much as possible and increase parent 
involvement. One way to do that will be Unity Days. Next year, PBLs will be done by one grade 
level per month in order to give opportunities for parents to come in. Activities will carry over to 
the whole school so that all students are involved. They will look similar to our Veteran’s Day 
program. On February 8, we will have our first Unity Day. It will be an International Day as a nod 
to the Olympic Opening Ceremonies scheduled for that day. There will be a parade of nations 
and we will display flags of the nations represented at our school. These flags will be a 
permanent fixture somewhere in the school. There will also be planting of Peace Poles which 
include the words “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in multiple languages. A reading activity will also 
be included. 

 For people that would like to donate an international book, a book plate in their honor will be 
placed in the front cover of the book. 

 Next year, each child will do an individual PBL. Each child will also have a data binder to track his 
or her progress. We would also like for teachers to push iRead, other reading programs, and 
computer programs such as IXL and First in Math. 

 Some parents have asked about a Share Table where students can donate food that they do not 
want. Our district does not support this due to health concerns but we are able to donate some 
milk and fruit and insure health standards are met. Our cafeteria is able to take care of children 
that need extra servings at lunch due to not having enough at home. 

 Colored tags will be given to children whose residence is in Sugar Creek. These should be easy 
to identify. Both BVES and Sugar Creek are working on this effort. Parents and school officials 
should be aware that there will be some exceptions. Any concerns should be taken to school 
officials rather than approaching children and questioning them. 

 A question was asked about students being able to bring tests home so that parents can review 
them with their students. A response was given that students definitely need to be evaluating their 
performance on assessments so that they can continue to excel. Options will be looked into. 

 A question was also raised about a communication tool for weather-related dismissals. Texting 
looks to be the best option but all details are not worked out yet. 

 


