
 

 

BVES Monthly Board Meeting 
Thursday, February 1, 2018 

 
Those in attendance: Melissa Bache, Loree Hartzog, Michelle Willis, Margo Pons, Mara Robu, 
Keri Dille, Kristen Belflower, Kristi Moreno, Marissa Moore, Fallon Hogan, Molly Staab, Lindsay 
Smith, Maria Klingler, Dana Lanning, Darcy Schwalm, Angela Schoultz, Carol Bowling, Ashley 
Slagel, Raquel Garrido, Lauren Stroup, Tracey Voege, Jaime Huguet, Melanie Dejong, Julie 
Schmidt, and Heather Gage. 
 
Melissa called the meeting called to order at 9:38 am. 
 
Melissa Bache, President, wanted to thank everyone who came and for bringing a friend. She 
then asked for a motion to approve the minutes from January’s board meeting. Marissa Moore 
offered the motion and Michelle Willis seconded. All were in favor and none were opposed. The 
minutes were approved. 
 
Mrs. Doyle, fourth grade teacher, in conjunction with SIC and using feedback from other 
teachers, spoke about a new program being offered to our families that will help with developing 
a love for reading.  Mrs Doyle mentioned that often during student-led conferences, parents will 
ask, “How do I help my child become a better reader?”  In response to that, we are starting a 
new on-line book club program. Parents can read the selected book with their child and offer 
discussion through Google Classroom. Teachers have created a model that allows parents to 
offer that discussion as well as gain more insight into how Google Classroom works.  The on-
line reading program is geared towards grades 3-5 but is certainly open to students of all ages. 
The program is not intended to be an “assignment” but instead is geared more toward 
developing opportunities to read and discuss books with your child. The program will be 
launched during Literacy Night on Monday, February 5 and will begin on Monday, February 12. 
The first book offered will be, “The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane” by Kate DiCamillo. 
There will be a link on the school’s website to allow you to sign up, order the book (if you 
choose), timeline for reading the book, and an email address for Mrs. Doyle to answer any 
questions.  
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mr. Burgess thanked Mrs. Doyle for the efforts taken to initiate this program. It really helps to 
open doors for parents to be more involved with their students and also at the school. This ties 
in well with the school’s goal to make all our students “high flyers”.   
Next Thursday, February 8, our students will march in a school-wide parade while carrying flags 
representing the different nationalities of students at BV. This is also designed to mimic the 
opening ceremonies of the Olympics and Special Olympics. This procession will also serve to 
dedicate the school’s first “peace pole”.  On our “peace pole” there will be 29 different countries 
represented with 12 languages all saying, “May Peace Prevail on Earth”.  
The school is looking to promote our students interests and talents outside the classroom.  If 
you child is involved in any activities that include participation in the arts, music, theater, etc., 
please let him know.  We would also like to promote a, “Leader in Me” program. If you have any 
ideas or suggestions on how to lead and ways to promote the program feel free to reach out to 
Mr. Burgess.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Current items 
Deadline for teacher reimbursements for classroom supplies was Friday January 26. Most all 
that money was spent. Spring mini-grant applications are due February 8. A committee will be 
meeting about these the following week to make selections. PTA is beginning to think about the 
budget process for next year. Committee chairs were asked to decide if your budget would need 
to be changed. Please let Kristi know either way. Information about the upcoming Fun Run was 
given. We will begin collecting money the week after the race (week of March 12) with all money 
due by Friday, March 16. We will need volunteers to help count money and prepare deposits 
each day that week. Let Kristi know if you are willing to help. Please continue to be aware of 
spending and let me know if you need to know how much money is remaining in your budget for 
the year. 
 
Fun Run: 
Dana Lanning, committee co-chair, spoke about our upcoming Fun Run. We will have a Super 
Heroes theme this year. This is our first school-wide fun run that will be produced in-house.  
100% of all funds raised will go toward PTA’s budget. Similar to year’s past, there will be prizes 
for pledges and classroom participation. We also plan to have a special guest during Olympics 
kick-off. The pep rally will be 3/2 with the fun-run race being on Friday, March 9. Decorations for 
the atrium will go up soon to help generate excitement. You can contact Dana Lanning or Darcy 
Schwalm if interested in helping.   
 
President’s Report: 
Next General Membership meeting is on Monday, February 5, beginning at 6:15. Book Fair will 
be open prior to the start of the meeting from 5:00-6:10. Our Literacy Night will offer different 
themes in each cluster that support literary. Unfortunately, our intention of dedicating the Media 
Center will not be met. However, we hope to have the dedication at the end of the year. With 
excess funds from the KHK campaign, PTA is able to provide books (by shopping at the book 
fair) for those students as well as students in the BPB program.  Students will receive a pre-
printed gift certificate that they can spend.  
 
Marissa Moore, President-Elect, mentioned open positions on PTA’s board for next year. Please 
see her if interested in serving. 
 
Margo Pons spoke about the current Swamp Rabbits reading competition. Deadline for turning 
in those bookmarks has been extended to February 9. Those students who read three books 
and fill out the bookmark will receive a free ticket to a Swamp Rabbits game. Also, beginning 
next week, teachers will send out information about donating international books to our Media 
Center. We would like to increase our offerings for books in other languages. 
 
Final Spirit Wear order will close on February 9.  
 
Drawing winners were—Kristi Moreno, Darcy Schwalm, Lauren Stroup, Molly Staab, and 
Michelle Willis.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:28 am.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Loree Hartzog, co-Secretary. 


