
BVES PTA Board Meeting 
February 6, 2019 
BVES Cafeteria 

Those in attendance:  Melissa Bache, Kristen Belflower, Margo Bezemer, Raquel Garrido, 
Kellie Herlong, Dana Lanning, Marissa Moore, Kristi Moreno, Jen Rosenfeld, Darcy 
Schwalm, Danielle Smith 

** Marissa called the meeting to order at 9:34 AM. 

 Marissa asked for approval of the January 2019 Board Meeting Minutes. Kellie Herlong 
made the motion to approve, and Kristen Belflower provided the second.  All were in 
favor and none were opposed so the minutes were approved. 
 

 Principal’s Report: 
1. Mrs. McFadden reported on behalf of the Administration, as Mr. Burgess is attending 

a Principal’s Meeting.  She noted that there are many upcoming events: 
 The Book Fair this week 
 Class pictures will be taken on 2/7.  Students should wear their class 

shirt. 
 The school Battle of the Books competition will be on 2/12, at 9:00. 
 The 1st Grade Unity Day will be on 2/13, and will focus on Black History 

Month – complete with a jazz ensemble performance 
 Student Council is hosting the first BV school dance that will take place 

on 2/15, for 3rd-5th grades only. 
 The Presidents’ Day Holiday is 2/18, so there is no school. 
 The 3rd grade will travel to Columbia on 2/22. 

2. Mrs. McFadden informed the board that Amy Fields (the BV Plant Engineer) has been 
promoted to a new position at Eastside High School.  Her last day at BV will be 
Friday, 2/8. 

3. A new 1st grade teacher has been hired to take the place of Mrs. Brown.  Her name is 
Ms. Kelly.  Mrs. McFadden mentioned that the 1st grade has had another staff 
change, and that the team is handling it well. 

4. There is lots of sickness going around with teachers and students.  Mrs. McFadden 
mentioned that the Related Arts staff has stepped up to help as needed. 

5. Students completed the second round of Mastery Connect testing (which focuses on 
standards that were taught from August until testing began) and the staff is 
anxiously awaiting the results.  The earliest that they will receive the data is 2/7.  
Mrs. McFadden reiterated that the results will be used for instructional purposes, 
and will help guide instruction until the final round of testing, scheduled for April. 

6.  A member asked Mrs. McFadden about the dance.  She responded that parents 
must sign and return the permission form that was sent home, allowing students to 
stay after school and then attend the dance.  There are many teachers who have 
volunteered to supervise students from 2:30-3:15, and each grade level will have a 
specific holding area.  Parents should send money with their student on the day of 



the dance.  Students are welcome to bring accessories that will help them dress for 
the theme.  Mrs. McFadden also noted that the dance is not a boyfriends/girlfriend 
event. 

7. A member asked Mrs. McFadden about the upcoming curriculum night at Northwood 
Middle School on 2/11.  Mrs. McFadden noted that the information should have 
come home along with the permission form for students zoned for Northwood to 
travel and visit the school. 

8. Mrs. McFadden concluded by thanking Margo and her team for an incredible 
International Night.  She also informed the board that this week is National School 
Counselor’s Week. 
 
 

 Treasurer’s Report (Kristi Moreno):   
1. Deadline for teacher reimbursements for classroom supplies was last week – most 

money was spent. 
2. The budget process for next year is beginning.  If you are a committee chair, please 

think about if your budget needs to change, or if it can stay the same and let Kristi 
know either way. 

3. Spending – Please continue to be aware of spending.  Let Kristi know if you need to 
know how much is remaining in your budget for the year. 

4. Fun Run – We will begin collecting money the week after the race (week of March 11) 
with all money due by Wednesday, March 13.  There will also be the option to donate 
online through the PTA website.  Kristi will need volunteers to help process and count 
money Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (March 11-13).  Please let her know if you 
are willing to help. 

5. A suggestion was raised by a member for PTA to give the new 1st grade teacher $125 
(half of what teachers received at the beginning of the year) to spend on classroom 
necessities.  A motion was made by Kristen Belflower, and seconded by Melissa 
Bache.  All members present agreed, so the motion carried. 
 

 

 President’s Report (Marissa Moore):   
1. Book Fair – The Book Fair will continue all this week, and there are a few open times 

that volunteers are needed, especially on Friday for take down (which takes about 
1.5 hours).  Marissa mentioned that PTA is again providing gift certificates for KHK 
and BPB recipients.  Kindergarten-2nd graders receive $15, and 3rd-5th graders 
receive $20.  Some teachers have also created wish lists.  Marissa encouraged 
members to see if their student’s teacher has requested any books.  She also noted 
that parents can purchase gift certificates for teachers. 

2. For the Love of Reading Campaign – Marissa encouraged members to spread the 
word about Mrs. Doyle’s reading initiative on social media, so that it can reach far 
beyond Buena Vista.  Members can view the video on the BV home page. 

3. Spirit Nights – Marissa noted that the Spirit fundraisers are down this year (through 
no fault of PTA).  There was an issue with the Swamp Rabbits, and most recently a 
scheduling error by Taylors Roller Sports – which forced the cancellation of the 



upcoming February Skate Day.  Menchie’s has agreed to partner with us, and we 
will have a spirit event on 2/19.  Marissa asked members for input on other ways to 
increase this income, both this year and next year.  It was suggested that for the 
remaining Skate Days Room Moms send out an email (in addition to the flyer that 
comes home) reminding parents.  Adding another Chick-fil-A night was also 
mentioned.  For next year, members suggested partnering with the new Greenville-
area soccer team, and an ice skating event at the Pavilion.  Another suggestion for 
Fall 2019 is a Greenville Drive baseball game.  Marissa encouraged member to let 
her know of any other suggestions. 

4. School Dance – Student Council can use help with concession item donations and 
decorations.  Melissa Bache will get in contact with Student Council advisors and 
create a Sign up Genius to address the needs. 

5. Amy Fields – Marissa mentioned that Amy’s last day will be Friday, 2/8, and 
encouraged members to wish her well. 

 Committee Reports:   
 

1. BPB (Margo Bezemer) – Margo expressed concern that the donations from the recent 
“Soup”er Bowl food drive were low, but expressed hope that the BINGO donations 
will exceed expectations.  The BINGO donations will address the most pressing 
needs. 

2. International Night (Margo Bezemer) – Margo noted that International Night went 
very well and was a very festive evening.  The team is already making notes of what 
to improve upon for next year, with having water stations taking a high priority.  
Margo mentioned that having the food tastings in the cafeteria was a great change 
from last year’s event.  Overall the committee was pleased with the success, and has 
received many positive comments from the participating international families. It 
was a great compliment to the families that teachers agreed to wear costumes.  
There is also possibility that global fluency training for teachers will take place as a 
result of International Night.   The purpose would be for faculty and staff to better 
understand the different cultures and their customs as they relate to education.   

3. Fun Run (Dana Lanning) – The Fun Run is a little over 4 weeks away!  Teachers 
should be sending an email today to parents with a Google Form requesting t-shirt 
sizes.  With “Kindness is Magic” as the theme this year, a magician will be coming 
for the pep rallies.  Pledge forms will go home with students on 3/1 with prize tickets 
on the bottom for students to fill out and turn in as they receive pledges.  The run 
will take place on 3/8, and all money collected will be due on 3/13.  Mike Noble (a 
BV parent) had agreed to DJ again this year.  Dana will send a list of volunteer need 
to Jen Rosenfeld (VP of Volunteers) so that Jen can create a Sign up Genius.      

4. President-Elect (Marissa, on behalf of Lauren Stroup) – There are many board 
positions available for next year, and the Nominating Committee will be gathering 
soon to try and fill them.  The vacancies include the following: President Elect, 
Bingo, Birthday Celebrations (co-chair), Bobcat Fun Run (3 volunteers), 5th Grade 
Day (4 volunteers), Kids Helping Kids (2 volunteers), Membership (co-chair), 
Reflections (a co-chair to train for 2020-2021 position), Social Media, Sponsorship(a 
co-chair to train for 2020-2021 position), Staff Appreciation (2 volunteers), Yearbook 



(2 volunteers), Carnival (co-Chair), Carnival Concessions (co-chair).  Many of these 
have a detailed description available, which should help facilitate a smooth 
transition in to the position.  Please let Lauren know if you know anyone who would 
be interested in helping out.   
 

 ** Marissa again thanked everyone for coming.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:21 AM. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Melissa Bache, Secretary 


