
 

 

BVES Monthly Board Meeting 
Thursday, May 3, 2018 

 
Those in attendance: Melissa Bache, Loree Hartzog, Kristi Moreno, Kristen Belflower, Marissa 
Moore, Lindsay Smith, Lauren Stroup, Kellie Herlong, Michelle Willis, Mara Robu, Darcy 
Schwalm, Katie Bennett, Heather Gage, Deidre Jordan and Raquel Garrido. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 9:34 am. 
 
Melissa Bache, President, welcomed everyone. She then asked for a motion to approve the 
minutes from April’s Board meeting. Marissa Moore offered the motion and Kellie Herlong 
seconded. All were in favor and none were opposed. The minutes were approved. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mr. Burgess thanked everyone for their support this year and especially this week (during 
Teacher Appreciation Week).  
 
Traffic pattern has been consistent for months now. Enoree Road continues to be a problem. 
Neither the school nor law enforcement has jurisdiction in enforcing “no drop offs” on Enoree 
Rd. The school is still looking into ways to alleviate the problem. Ultimately this is a significant 
safety issue for the children.  
 
The school is looking for needs assessment feedback so that they may continue to improve. Mr. 
Burgess is looking for input from PTA and staff. Please feel free to be as honest as possible.  
We currently have lots of staff improvement going on. Still hope to certify our staff for the Gifted 
and Talented Challenge teachers program. Also, there is summer training for Orten/Gillingham 
programs with our Kindergarten staff.  
 
Mr. Burgess encouraged parents with graduating fifth graders to remain involved in your 
student’s life. Middle School can be challenging on its own so it’s even more important to stay 
connected and involved. 
 
Everyone is looking forward to Monday’s General Membership meeting and Arts Night. A lot of 
effort and preparation has occurred to make it a success. 
 
He is also anticipating more parent involvement next year to increase the community 
environment at Buena Vista.  
 
There will be increased PBLs next year. Each month a grade level will take ownership for the 
event and put forth efforts to share their knowledge with the school and community, i.e. 
Veteran’s Day, International Day, Career Day. By expanding the horizons we can get more 
involvement. 
Information will go out soon regarding the 5th grade trip to Washington, D.C. We would like for 
students to lay a wreath for the Unknown Soldier and a choral group to perform. 
 
Some ideas have been given for the spending of extra money from PTA this year. 3D printers 
could be useful since they are being used 24 hours a day sometimes. These printers encourage 
student-centered learning. 
 
Next year we will be pushing the Leader In Me program. 
 



 

 

Email Mr. Burgess with what you have liked this year, things that are extraordinary, ideas for 
improvement, and concerns. He would like a candid view and will not be offended by anything 
that is said. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Kristi requested that all receipts are turned in by May 23. Let her know if you have spending that 
needs to take place after that. Everything must be submitted and checks cut prior to June 30.  
 
Budget report 
Expenses are in line with budget. We have an estimate of where we expect to be at the end of 
the school year – should come out below budget. Based on higher than budgeted income and 
lower spending, we will finish with more money than is required to carry over to next year. 
We would like to allocate these excess funds towards a couple of projects/needs for the school.   
The exact amount available to give the school will be contingent on our final expenses for the 
year. When deciding the final amount, the goal will be to keep at least $20,000 in our bank 
account for start-up costs for next year. One area of need that we have discussed with Mr. 
Burgess is helping the library with required updates. In order to keep the highest level rating, the 
library is required to have a certain number of books per student as well as update the copyright 
dates of books on a certain schedule. Also, Mr. Burgess would like to develop and expand an 
international section of the library with books available in different languages. Mr. Burgess is 
addressing the needs of the library in phases, and we would like to help with these needs. 
Mr. Burgess would also like to purchase additional 3-D printers for the school. Kristen Belflower 
made a motion to approve spending $15,000 on books for the library and up to $8,000 on 
additional 3-D printers, with the final amount being contingent on our end-of-year expenses, 
ensuring at least $20,000 remains in our account for start-up costs for next school year. Kristi 
asked for a second to her motion.  Michelle Willis seconded the motion. All were in favor and 
none were opposed. The motion was approved and will be presented as brought forth by the 
board at the general meeting next week. 
 
Executive board met to discuss the budget for next year. We also met with Mr. Burgess and Ms. 
Hill to get their input. Most things have stayed the same. The proposed budget is being 
presented now for discussion or questions.  It will also be presented at the general meeting on 
May 7 and voted on at the first general meeting of the next school year. 
 
 
President’s Report: 
Monday is our PTA General Membership Meeting, Arts Night and International Night. Activities 
begin at 5:15. Chorus will perform first, the PTA business meeting will be at 6:00, international 
fashion show and events to follow, then, parents may return to Art Show. Coach will also have 
some international sports that families can play; hot dogs and Italian Ice will be available for sale 
in the front of the school. Activities will end at 7:15. Students are needed to call out countries 
during the fashion show. 
On May 9th and10th there will be no access to the building due to state testing. 
A Sign-Up Genius for field days is ready. It will go out on Sunday for parents who would like to 
volunteer. If anyone has tents that can be loaned during all the days of field days, please let 
Melissa know. 
 
During the Art show, the committee is looking for volunteers to help monitor doorways. Cash 
and check only accepted as payment during the show. Framed pieces will only be available 
during Monday’s event. Any unpurchased art work will be returned to students at the end of the 
year.  



 

 

 
K5 Pop-In Preview is looking for 10-12 volunteers on May 23. 
 
Tents needed during 5th grade day on May 25. At least 7-8 tents are needed. Most volunteer 
slots have already been filled but could always use more help during set-up and take-down. Let 
the committee know if you’re available to help. For the craft station this year, Kindness rocks will 
be painted. Mr. Burgess is asking for the fifth grade students to propose ideas on how to use the 
kindness rocks at our school. 
   
June 4, Buena Vista will have its first senior walk. If any former Bobcats who are graduating this 
year would like to participate we would love to see them back. Information will come out in 
Sunday’s Newsflash. 
 
There was no old business to discuss.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:40. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Loree Hartzog, Secretary. 
 


