
BVES PTA Board Meeting 
September 5, 2018 

BVES Cafeteria 

Those in attendance:  Mrs. McFadden (Assistant Principal), Melissa Bache, Jena Baxter, 
Kristen Belflower, Erin Benfield, Lindsay Chastain, Windi Cooper, Melanie DeJong, Keri 
Dille, Heather Gage, Raquel Garrido, Fallon Hogan, Maria Klinger, Kathryn McGrath, 
Marissa Moore, Kristi Moreno, Margo Pons, Morgane Réto, Jen Rosenfeld, Julie Schmidt, 
Angela Shoultz, Ashley Slagel, Adawn Smith, Lindsey Smith, Lauren Stroup, Kia Talley 

** Marissa called the meeting to order at 9:32 AM. 

 Principal’s Report:  
1. Mrs. McFadden spoke on behalf of the Administration, noting that Mr. Burgess was 
attending a district Principals’ meeting.  She noted that school is off to a wonderful start. 
Mrs. McFadden informed the board that a few new staff members have joined the BV 
family recently: (1) Donna Reeves is the new Secretary/Office Manager, and (2) Stefanie 
Garrett is an additional 5th grade teacher that was hired due to the increase in the 5th 
grade class size.  By adding another 5th grade class, the average class size was 
decreased from 29 students to 24 students.  Both of these new staff members are highly 
qualified and have experience working within the district.  Mrs. McFadden also 
mentioned that they are in the process of hiring a replacement K5 Assistant for Mrs. 
Warwick’s class. 
2. This Friday, 9/7, the school will have its first monthly Unity Day, hosted by the 
Administration.  Unity days are a chance for the entire school to gather together one 
Friday each month, with each grade level being responsible for hosting one.  For the 
month of September, the focus will be on safety and First Responders.  The Unity Day 
will begin with a lockdown drill, then a fire drill, and will conclude with a First 
Responders drill – complete with fire trucks, ambulances, and their sirens.  Buena Vista 
has several staff members who are First Responders who will participate in the drill, and 
there will also be members of the community to help as well.  The Administration will 
discuss the events of 9/11 and the role that First Responders played, and the students 
will have the ability to hear a staged 911 call.  Mrs. McFadden encouraged board 
members that the students will be informed of what is happening throughout the 
morning, and noted that the goal is for every student to feel safe while at BV.  She also 
noted that teachers will be sending home more detailed information via their email 
distribution lists today.  Mrs. McFadden reminded everyone that these events are just 
drills, so there is no reason for alarm on Friday.  She also encouraged members to 
spread the word to other BV families. 
3. Mrs. McFadden stated that teachers are working hard in preparation for Open 
Houses that will take place next week.  Also, Grandparents’ Week and the Book Fair are 
coming up October 1-5, and more information will come closer to those dates.   
4. A board member asked about the upcoming school Movie Night, specifically inquiring 
where the funds will go.  Mrs. McFadden answered that this is a fundraiser for 5 th grade, 
with any profits being used towards 5th grade trips/activities/events throughout the 



year.  She also mentioned that the Movie Night will be held behind the school, near the 
track. 
5. As a final note, Mrs. McFadden noted that the cafeteria is also off to a great start, 
with lines moving quickly and students enjoying some new and improved menu items. 

 

 Marissa asked for approval of the August 2018 Board Meeting Minutes.  Kristi Moreno 
made the motion to approve, and Keri Dille provided the second.  All were in favor and 
none were opposed so the minutes were approved. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report (Kristi Moreno):   
1. Money coming in well for membership, directory, spirit wear, and yearbook 
2. Directory sales are down some compared to previous years.  Angela Shoultz 

(Directory co-chair) also noted that submissions are down as well.  Keri Dille 
mentioned that she can add something in this week’s news flash to promote Directory 
sales, making sure to include both the link for online submissions and a PDF of the 
paper submission and order form.  Marissa will also mention this at both Open 
Houses.   

3. Corporate sponsorships are going really well. 
4. Lowes Foods has contacted us saying they will present our next check for the Cart to 
Class program on September 12.  Last year we received less than the previous year.  We 
need to remind parents that they need to go the website and relink Buena Vista to their 
rewards card each school year.  
5. Friends of Buena Vista fall fundraiser begins next week. 
6. Money collection:  (a) reminder that we need 2 signatures on deposit form and the 
same 2 people need to initial deposit slip, (b) Kristi can be second counter if needed, and 
(c) continue to let Kristi know when you leave a deposit in the safe. 

 

 President’s Report (Marissa Moore):   
1. Marissa reminded board members that the deadline for the news flash is 9:00 AM on 
Thursday morning.   
2. Open Houses are at 6:00 PM next week:  9/10 for grades K-2, and 9/11 for grades  
3-5 (doors will open at 5:30 on this day for a Challenge meeting for new families.  There 
will be three tables at both Open Houses – PTA Membership, Spirit Wear, and Boy 
Scouts. 
3. Marissa noted that Jen Rosenfeld would like to leave the Volunteer Sign Up link 
active until after Open Houses and will begin emailing the lists to committee chairs 
ASAP.  Jen mentioned that if chairs need their lists sooner, she can get them.  Jen also 
added that if chairs feel like they will need more volunteers, then she can do a second 
push to gather more.  Marissa urged chairs to send their volunteer lists a welcome email 
as soon as possible, even if the event isn’t until the spring. 
4. The Friends of BVES fundraiser will begin on 9/11, and will take the place of the 
typical Fall Fundriaser.  This is a donation only fundraiser, so students will not be 
selling items. 
 
 
 



 Committee Reports:   
 

1. Sponsorship (Adawn Smith) – Adawn noted that sponsorship funds are a little over 
$18,000 currently, and she hopes to secure more.  She mentioned that sponsors 
have until 9/21 to commit and be included on the back of the Bobcat Bash shirt, 
but she welcomes sponsorships at any time.  Adawn also encouraged members to 
spread the word to any businesses who might be interested.   

2. Membership (Lakia Talley) – Kia stated that as of 8/31, there have been 708 PTA 
memberships purchased, with a total student count of 872, making it about 81% so 
far.  There are 7 classes who have reached 100% already: Boyd, Flanagan, Howard, 
Long, McDermott, Rahn, and Thackston.  Kia also mentioned that contacts have 
been made with Jet’s Pizza, Texas Roadhouse, Little Pigs BBQ, TCBY, Spare Time 
and Firehouse Subs – all of whom are interested in providing incentives. 

3.  Skate Days/Spirit Nights (Ashley Slagel) – Ashley reminded members that the first 
Skate Day is this Friday, 9/7, and will be staffed by 5th grade parents.  She also 
mentioned the first Chick-fil-A Spirit night is 9/25, from 5:30-7:30, and the Swamp 
Rabbits Hockey game will be on 10/28, with the option of paying extra to skate on 
the ice afterwards.   

4. Yearbook (Melissa Bache) – Melissa noted that yearbook sales are consistent with 
last year so far, and reminded everyone that the last day to purchase a yearbook at 
the lowest rate is 10/31. 

5.  Carnival (Lauren Stroup) – The Carnival committee will be meeting at the 
conclusion of the Board Meeting.  Lauren reminded everyone of the Carnival date 
(10/26) and stated that there will be a Carnival prep day this year, on 10/17, from 
9-12, at the SC1 clubhouse.  During this day helpers will add to the tissue paper 
flower inventory, fill confetti eggs, and count tickets for distribution.  Lauren also 
mentioned that volunteers helping during Carnival will use one Sign up Genius, 
which is the same as last year.  She asked member to consider helping during the 
7:00-8:00 PM time slot, as that has been typically the most difficult to fill.  She also 
asked members to continue saving egg shells.  Keri Dille mentioned that they are 
still in need of Silent Auction items, and stated that the forms for donations will be 
included in this Sunday’s news flash.   

6. Back Pack Buddies (Margo Pons) – Margo reminded everyone about the BPB Food 
Drive which will take place next week.  They are in need of non-refrigerated milk 
boxes (on sale at Costco soon), pop-top cans of vegetables (on sale at LIDL), and 
juice boxes.  She mentioned that this is a grade-level competition, with the grade 
bringing in the most items receiving an extra recess.   

 
 ** Marissa again thanked everyone for coming.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 AM. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Melissa Bache, Secretary 


