
 

 

BVES Board Meeting 
Thursday, December 7, 2017 

 
Those in attendance:  
Marissa Moore, Michelle Willis, Mara Robu, Dana Lanning, Kristen Belflower, Kellie Herlong, 
Kristi Moreno and Melissa Bache. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 9:36am.  
 
Melissa Bache, President, asked for a motion to approve the minutes from November’s board 
meeting. Mara Robu provided the motion and Dana Lanning seconded. All were in favor and 
none were opposed so the minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Kristi Moreno noted that Carnival was a great night. We brought in a little more money than last 
year. Our ticket sales were comparable to last year, but the addition of the silent auction 
increased our income this year. It brought in approx. $2000. Also, expenses were less than last 
year, by roughly $2000. Therefore, our overall profit increased compared to last year and is well 
above our budgeted goal. Income in general is above projections at this point. Expenses are as 
expected right now. If anyone has any reimbursements for the fall, please submit them to her as 
soon as possible and definitely before school is out for winter break. 
 
President’s Report: 
We would like to make the silent auction for Carnival bigger next year due to this year’s 
success. Our Kids Helping Kids (KHK) program is underway. We are supporting 56 kids this 
year, with close to 40 of those kids already being fully sponsored. There are two more collection 
days this week. BVES will be partnering with PDQ for a Spirit Night, next Tuesday, December 
12. We will earn a portion of sales from 2:30-close, including sales from the drive-thru.   
Per our agreement with Palmetto Basics to share information to foster school readiness, 
Melissa read the first 2 strategies.  November was “Maximize Love and Reduce Stress” 
December is, “Talk, Sing, and Point”.  
Dana Lanning is working on our spring fundraiser. It will be an in-house Fun Run and is 
scheduled for March. The Fun Run will have a Super Hero theme. Be on the lookout for more 
information.  
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mr. Burgess met with Deputy Smith this morning as the school is experiencing a growing 
problem with morning arrivals, from non-Sugar Creek residents, who are utilizing the back path. 
Mr. Burgess will assess the situation again tomorrow morning. To help control the problem, a 
new No Trespassing sign has been installed on the back path. There has also been police 
presence added which is an effort to deter nonresidents from using the back path as a means of 
arrival in the mornings. The school is hoping to avoid ticketing parents. A possible solution is for 
documented back path walkers to have an additional color-coded tag; since we currently have 
no control at the back path for morning arrivals. The school will try to honor after-school 
playdates and carpools. Another possible solution, for next year, is to add new transportation 
tags that clearly indicate **Back path for SC residents only**. Mr. Burgess is also drafting a 
letter titled, “Safety and Security with Trespassing”.  
Kristen Belflower asked about the Mastery Connect results going home with students. His 
answer was that as of right now the school does not have permission to do so.  Our school was 
ranked first-fourth, county-wide. There were leveled questions (1, 2, 3) with 3 being the most 
difficult. We ranked high on 2s and 3s and not as high on 1s. The teachers will review the grade 



 

 

as a whole and then as a classroom.  February’s results will be helpful in giving a bigger picture 
and set the tone for the Triple I time. We will not teach to the test, we will teach to the standard.  
The school is currently working on another Lunch and Learn. We would like to offer both a 
Literacy and a Math. Stay tuned for more details. In addition, we are also looking at Junior 
Grade Books. This is excellent literature for our students.  It is expensive but a great program as 
is teaches how to hold meetings with kids. It’s a wonderful skill to have and is a fabulous 
resource for parents, as well. 
Greenville County School District offers Gifted and Talented Training for teachers.  We have 27 
teachers at Buena Vista who have signed up for this. Training will be hosted by our school in the 
spring. This is an added benefit to our staff and school as it will help to prevent the loss of 
students to other schools within the county. 
Finally, a question was raised about the possibility of inclement weather texting. His answer 
was, for now, we will use the district’s texting method. Mr. Burgess can text our school via this 
method but parent’s will need to be reminded to OPT IN to this.   
 
There was no old or new business to report.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:30am. 
 
Minutes were taken by Marissa Moore, President-elect, and respectfully submitted by 
Loree Hartzog, PTA Co-Secretary. 
 


