
BVES PTA New Board Member Meeting 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

BVES Cafeteria 
 
Those in attendance: Amy Davenport, Michelle Willis, Laura Garrett, Jennifer Keller, Raquel Garrido, 
Kristen Belflower, Dana Lanning, Kristi Moreno, Loree Hartzog, Melissa Bache, Lindsey Branston, Kellie 
Herlong, Marissa Moore, Lindsay Smith, Lauren Stroup, Megan Saltmarsh, Sheila Greene, Kim 
Leipprandt, Margo Pons, Mr. Burgess, Ms. Hill, and Keri Dillie. 
 
Melissa Bache called the meeting to order at 9:35am 
 
Melissa then asked for approval of the minutes from September’s Board Meeting. Marissa Moore 
provided the motion and Kellie Herlong seconded. All were in favor and none were opposed so the 
minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report-Kristi Moreno: 
 

 Fall Fundraiser sales went well this year. 
o Had a lot of online sales this year. 
o Our profit percentages are different depending on type of items bought.  We will need 

to wait to receive the statement from the company before we really know our total 
profit, but it looks like we will most likely meet our budget which was $13,000. 

 Corporate sponsorship is going well this year.  They have passed their budget in amount raised.   
 Carnival 

o Need 4 volunteers per hour of carnival.  Need 2 people to collect money from the ticket 
booths and bring it to the science lab and 2 people to remain in the science lab to count 
money and prepare deposits.  

o Sent sign-up genius yesterday. 
o Please let Kristi know if you’re able to help. 

 Nothing out of ordinary for expenses 
 
Turning in invoices: 

 If a copy of the invoice needs to be mailed with the check, please provide two copies of the 
invoice with the check request if possible, one copy for our records and one copy to mail with 
the check. 

 
President’s Report-Melissa Bache: 
 
Melissa reminded everyone the Newsflash deadline is Thursday at 9am each week.  Open house was a 
success.  Everyone’s ability to reschedule due to the school closing on the original dates was 
appreciated.  Membership achieved 100% without a deadline extension.      
 
Principal and Assistant Principal’s Report-Mr. Burgess and Ms. Hill: 
 
The meeting was turned over to Ms. Hill.  She reported that all is going well for Grandparents’ Week.  
The 5th grade will be traveling to Washington D.C. the week of October 10-13.  In addition, 
parent/teacher conferences will be held the week of October 19th.  PASS testing scores were sent home 



with students in Tuesday folders.  SC Ready testing scores will be released on October 9th.  Walk to 
school day will be held October 18th.   
 
Per request from parents, a lunch and learn will be offered for parents in October to discuss how to 
assist students with Google Classroom.  If there are other topics for consideration, please share those 
with the administration.  Veterans Day activities will take place on November 10th.     
 
MAP testing as the standard benchmark testing is being replaced with Mastery Connect testing.  Testing 
for the new software is in progress and the expectation is test will be held in the fall, winter and spring 
of the school year.  MAP testing will continue to be used for 2nd graders as another testing option for the 
Gifted and Talented Program.  In addition, it will be used for 5th graders to assist with placement for 6th 
grade math placement.  October 23rd will be the first benchmark test using Mastery Connect. 
 
Mr. Burgess joined the meeting.  He said they were very excited about Mastery Connect.  The one 
shortfall with this system is the ELA component.  This section can not be synched with curriculum, so 
there may be some items on the test that have not been covered in lesson planning.  However, the real 
goal for the system is progress monitoring to ensure students are progressing.   
 
The international committee is being revitalized with Margo Pons as chair.  The goal will be to celebrate 
the diversity within our school.  This will be kicked off on November 10th at the Veterans Day 
celebration.   
 
Mr. Burgess is continuing to work on a system for emergency calls. 
 
President’s Report-Melissa Bache: 
 
Melissa continued by explaining a new initiative coming from the SIC, Palmetto Basics.  Studies have 
shown that 80% of brain development occurs in the first 3 years of life.  In this period, due to socio-
economic discrepancies, many children can fall behind with basic development.  More info will start 
coming home that gives information that can be used to better prepare children prior to entering 
school. 
 
PTA and SIC will be starting a book drive.  Everyone is encouraged to bring a gently used or new book to 
PTA meetings.  In addition, it was suggested that a box be placed in the atrium for others to donated as 
books become available.   
 
Volunteer turnout for the 1st staff lunch was appreciated.  The next staff lunch will be held in November. 
 
Fall Fundraiser-Laura Garrett: 
 
Over $14,000 in on-line orders were placed.  With more orders being placed on-line, it only took the 
group about 30 minutes this year to submit all the orders.   
 
Brain Builders-Jennifer Keller: 
 
Tutoring will begin soon for the 20+ students that have been identified from the program this year.  As 
further evaluations are made, Jennifer expects additional names to be submitted.  They are in significant 



need of volunteers to help with this program each week.  An e-mail will be distributed through the 
Room Moms asking for help. 
 
Bobcat Bash-Lauren Stroup: 
 
Info will be distributed October 10th regarding Bobcat Bash.     
 
 
 
Melissa adjourned at 10:29 am. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lindsey Branston, Co-Secretary. 


